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South Lakeland District Council 

Licensing Committee 

Licensing Regulatory Committee 

Tuesday 10
th

 November 2015  

Review of Licensing Fees and Charges 2016/2017  

 

PORTFOLIO: Councillor Sue Sanderson -  Portfolio Holder  

REPORT FROM: David Sykes – People and Places (Director) 

REPORT AUTHOR: Hardeep Burnley – Principal Food, Licensing and 
Safety Officer  

WARDS: Not applicable 

KEY DECISION NO: Not applicable 

 

1.0 EXPECTED OUTCOME 

1.1 To enable Licensing Regulatory Committee to consider the proposed 
increases to certain fees and charges for licensable activities, hackney 
carriage and private hire licensing, to work towards full costs recovery in these 
areas.    

1.2 That Licensing Committee to note the position as regards fees and charges 

2.0 RECOMMENDATION 

2.1 It is recommended to Licensing Regulatory Committee that: 

(1) The report is considered; and   

(2) The recommended fees as set out in Appendices 1 and 2 are 
adopted for the financial year 2016/17. 

2.2 It is recommended to Licensing Committee that this report be noted. 

3.0 BACKGROUND AND PROPOSALS 

3.1 The licensing department issue a variety of licences which mostly attract a 
fee. The fees and charges in licensing are renewed annually.  

3.2      The Licence duration varies, the majority are an annual licence fee, 
dangerous wild animal licence is renewed every two years, scrap metal every 
three years and skin piercing, tattooing, acupuncture and electrolysis is a one 
off initial fee. 
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3.3 The Deregulation Act 2015 has led to the introduction of three year Hackney 
Carriage Driver Licences and five year Private Hire Operator Licences. 
Currently SLDC issue both of these licences for one year periods and the 
licence period will start April 16 in line with the changes to the fees. This in 
turn has led to a review of licence fees in this area to ensure the fees meet 
the cost of operating the service.   

3.4 Other licensing fees such as licences in respect to animals, Sexual 
Entertainment Venues, Sex Establishments, and Scrap Metal Collectors and 
site licences were reviewed to ensure the fees meet the cost of operating the 
service.  

3.5  Following a financial assessment of the time allocations for licensing staff and 
service recharges together with other cost of Licensing service, the current 
fees charged for miscellaneous licensing such as animal welfare are 
proposed to increase at the same time the SEV licence has reduced 

3.6 Other fees under the Licensing Act 2003 and the Gambling Act 2005 are set 
by central government. New regulations were due to be introduced in 2015 
which would have allowed Local Authorities to review these fees and set local 
fees but the proposal was not approved. 

3.7 As part of the review of fees the Council must have regard to legislative 
provisions.  With regard to hackney carriage and private hire licensing, 
Section 70 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 
provides that a District Council may charge such fees for any reasonable 
administrative or other costs in connection with the control and supervision of 
hackney carriages and private hire vehicles.  

3.8 With regards to animal licensing functions, (Zoos, Riding Establishments, 
Home boarders, Pet Shops, Animal Boarding Establishments etc.) a local 
authority may determine fees as considered reasonable in relation to cost 
arising from administration and enforcement.   

3.9 Fees for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licences, Miscellaneous 
Licensing Activities and Scrap Metal Dealer Licensing for 2016/17 are shown 
in Appendix 1.  

3.10 Annual fees for premises and personal licences and temporary event notices 
issued under the Licensing Act 2003 are fixed by central government.  For 
members’ information, a schedule of fees charged by all local authorities 
under the Licensing Act 2003 and Gambling Act 2005 are attached in 
Appendix 2.   

3.11   A significant proportion of the licences we issue are based on cost recovery 
but some of the licences we issue are not covering the full costs and have not 
been fully recovered for a number of years. As a result the council is 
subsidising some of the licensing functions and the increase in certain fees 
aim to address this. 
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3.12  All calculations are based on actual processing time and all fees have been 
calculated with due regards to the Provision of Services Regulations 2009. 

3.13   Some licences are issued a following a vet inspection based on work involved 
and there charges are in addition to the licence fee. This applies to dangerous 
wild animals, riding establishments, zoo inspections and in some cases dog 
breeding establishments. 

3.14  In Appendix 4, the benchmarking figures for Cumbria have been included, 
these are for information only. Different local authorities have different internal 
charges processes which will result in a variety of fees. Furthermore fees may 
not have been reviewed recently or local authorities can opt to subsidise the 
fee.  

 

4.0 CONSULTATION 

4.1 If members should approve the fee structure for 2016/17, this information will 
be publicised to existing licence holders and public via the Council’s website 
and local trade forums.  

4.2 If an increase in fees for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicle licensing 
is approved, the revised fees will be advertised for a period of 28 days 
allowing time for objections.   

 

5.0 ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 

5.1 To retain the fees and charges set in 2015/16. This is not recommended as 
the current costs do not cover the cost of the service.  

 

6.0 LINKS TO COUNCIL PRIORITIES 

6.1 Licensing legislation imposes a duty on the district council to administer and 
enforce the legislation. 

6.2 The legislation links into the Council priority of Creating Opportunities for 
Economic growth, by supporting local businesses by setting fees that take into 
account local factors to support local businesses and allow economic 
development.  

6.3 The legislation also links into the Council priority of Culture and Wellbeing as 
the Licensing function improves and maintains the health and wellbeing of our 
communities by ensuring licensing objectives are met, and the health, welfare 
and safety of our communities are being maintained.  

 

7.0 IMPLICATIONS 

7.1 Financial and Resources 

7.1.1 It is important for members to note that the setting of the fees is consistent 
with the income budget. The first draft of the budget is due to Cabinet on the 
25th November which will include the impact of changes to fees and charges.  
The total income budget for licensing for 2016/17 is circa £330k, this is £10k 
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higher than for 2015/16, however monitoring to date suggests the 2015/16 
income budget is on target.  

7.2 Human Resources 

7.2.1 There are no staffing implications. 

7.3 Legal 

7.3.1 With regard to Hackney Carriage and Private Hire licensing, Section 70 of the 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 provides that a 
District Council may charge such fees for the grant of vehicle and operators’ 
licence as may be sufficient to cover in whole or in part the reasonable cost of 
carrying out inspections of hackney carriage stands, and any reasonable 
administrative or other costs in connection with the control and supervision of 
hackney carriages and private hire vehicles.   Therefore the hackney carriage 
and private hire licensing function should be self-financing, and operate at nil 
cost to the Council taxpayer.  

7.3.2 With regard to all other licensing functions, legislation provides generally that 
a licensing authority may determine fees as considered reasonable in relation 
to costs arising from administration and enforcement.  However, the Council is 
precluded from charging a fee in respect of the issue of permits for street 
collections, house-to-house collections for caravan site licences and the 
enforcements costs aspects of licensing.  

7.3.3 The council should ensure compliance with the provision of Services 
Regulations 2009.  

7.4 Social, Economic and Environmental 

7.4.1 This proposal is considered to have a positive impact on the local economy 
and sustainability.  Licensing fees and charges can be revised annually and 
any shortfall or surplus in the budget can be addressed in the following 
financial year.   

7.5 Equality and Diversity 

7.5.1 This proposal has a neutral impact on equality and diversity.  An Equality 
Impact Assessment is detailed in Appendix 5 

7.6 Risk 

Risk Consequence Controls required 

Failure to increase fees Reduced income for 
work undertaken and 
insufficient to cover 
costs of operating the 
licensing service. 

Bring current fees in line 
with current Medium 
Term Financial Plan.  
Further controls planned 
to streamline 
administration burdens 
and review services to 
provide budgetary 
savings in licensing.   
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CONTACT OFFICERS 

Report Author - Report Author – Hardeep Burnley, Principal Food, Licensing and 
Safety Officer.  Tel: 01539-793473, email: hardeep.burnley@southlakeland.gov.uk  

 

APPENDICES ATTACHED TO THIS REPORT  

Appendix No.  

1 Proposed licensing Fees for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
Licences and Miscellaneous Licensing Activities 2016/17 

2 Licensing Act 2003 and Gambling Act 2005 Fees 

3 Charges comparison data 2012-2016 

4 Benchmarking Fees for Cumbria 

5 Equality Impact Assessment 
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